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How Do We Meet Needs of 
Diverse Clientele?
? Intellectual access to resources
? Physical access to resources
? Creative, collaborative programs
? High-quality library services
How Old Is It?
? Caves
? Art as function
? Art as religion and teaching
? Art as beauty
? Photography
? Digital world
What About the Future?
? Will it be a visual 
world? 
? Will it be an aural 
world?





International Visual Literacy Assn., 1996
? Interpret, understand, appreciate meaning of 
visual messages
? Communicate more effectively by applying 
visual design principles
? Produce visual messages using technology




? Visual elements are manipulated simultaneously 
unlike words
? It’s a right brain thing
? 30% of the brain cortex is devoted to visual 
processing (3% for hearing)
? Brain registers a full-color image (megabyte of 
data) in a fraction of a second
? Linked with text, messages are dual coded
? (Remember the impact of transferring to non-picture books?)
? http://www.csuohio.edu/history/japan/japan01c.html

Precision: Image vs. Words
? Draw an elephant.
? Draw a Vombatus ursinus.
? If you don’t know what it is, can you draw 
it?
? How is knowledge contextualized?
? What are the critical features?
? A Vombatus ursinus is a stocky, short-
legged furry badger-like animal up to 4’























? CAPS vs. lower case
? Weight
? Proximity and                           Alignment






? Live cams 
? Videoconferencing
? Selecting images




? Showing points of 
view




? Signage with graphics
? Displays
? Visual learning/teaching aids
? Graphic organizers
? Pictures of staff and users
? Computer screens
? Have technology for access and manipulation























? Visual cues to information
? Knowledge representation
? Graphical analysis













? Perform content analysis
? Measure objects 
? Analyze their 
surroundings
? Learn kinesthetically 















? Content-neutral to use 
across disciplines
? Open-ended to facilitate 
creativity
? Facilitates student 
organization and analysis 
? Helps presentation of 
information
EXAMPLES
? Spreadsheets with 
graphing options
? Computer-aided design
? Image editing software




? Provide worldwide access
? Combine text, visuals, 
sounds, movement to 
address different 
conceptual “clues”
? Connect students of same 
culture in different lands










? Uses skills of oral learners
? Promotes collaboration









? Format of resources 
considerations











? Intellectual and physical connection to 
information literacy experts
? Access to visual information  



















What Library Educators Can Do to 
Promote Visual Literacy
? Document class and classwork
? Document best practice: facilities, actions, displays
? Represent and communicate knowledge visually
? Use visuals in teaching Provide opportunities for 











? Visual Literacy. Burmark.

